
 

The Hon Anthony Albanese MP 
Prime Minister of Australia 
Parliament House 
Canberra ACT 2600 
 
14 May 2025 
  
Dear Prime Minister, 
 
Congratulations on your re-election – a call to prioritise Australia’s water future 
 
On behalf of the Concerned Waterways Alliance, we offer our sincere congratulations on 
your re-election as Prime Minister. We wish you every success in the term ahead and hope 
that your government’s leadership will deliver genuine environmental progress, particularly 
in the vital and increasingly urgent domain of water policy. 
 
Our alliance brings together community-based organisations across southern Victoria 
working to protect rivers, wetlands, groundwater systems, and catchments. We represent 
local knowledge, lived experience, and a deep concern for the long-term sustainability of the 
landscapes and water systems that underpin both ecosystems and communities. 
The CWA has made several comprehensive submissions to the National Water Agreement 
review and met as a collective with staff from the Department of Climate Change, Energy, 
the Environment and Water on several occasions. 
 
With this letter, we respectfully urge your government to prioritise meaningful national 
action on water issues. In particular, we seek an opportunity to engage with you and 
relevant Ministers on the following key matters: 
 
1. Completion of the National Water Agreement and re-establishment of a National Water 
Commission 
Australia urgently needs a refreshed National Water Agreement to end over-allocation of 
water, protect rivers in the face of climate change and promote the use of climate 
independent sources of water. A well-resourced, independent statutory body to provide 
oversight, planning, and accountability in national water management is essential to drive 
the necessary reforms. The re-establishment of a National Water Commission would help 
restore confidence in the implementation of the National Water Initiative, improve 
transparency, and provide rigorous public reporting on water security and ecological 
outcomes. 
 



2. Creation of a National Environment Protection Authority 
To address systemic weaknesses in enforcement and oversight, we support the creation of a 
truly independent National EPA—one that is science-based, transparent, and empowered to 
hold governments and industries to account for environmental degradation, including 
waterway pollution, groundwater depletion, and habitat loss. The establishment of this 
institution would help drive the Government’s Nature Positive agenda, oversee national 
environmental standards and increase protected areas in line with ‘30% by 2030’ 
commitments. Protection of floodplains could be a key aspect of this latter goal. 
 
3. National recognition of declining rainfall in parts of Australia including southern Victoria 
Climate data shows clear and persistent declines in autumn and winter rainfall across 
southern Victoria, with significant implications for rivers such as the Moorabool, Woady 
Yaloak, Loddon, and Glenelg. These changes are compounding the effects of over-allocation, 
extraction pressures, and land use changes. Yet there remains limited national 
acknowledgment of these regional climate realities or their impact on environmental water 
needs and rural communities. 
 
We believe that national leadership is needed to: 
 

• Recognise these regional climate impacts in federal water policy. 

• Support adaptive planning and water justice for vulnerable rivers and communities. 

• Invest in catchment restoration and climate-resilient water infrastructure that 
prioritises environmental flows. 

• Acknowledging our waterways as having a vital role in mitigating the impacts of 
climate change through providing refuge for species and cooling effects for our urban 
centres. 

 
4. A willingness to engage 
We would welcome the opportunity to meet with you or relevant Ministers to share our 
perspectives and lived experiences as communities on the frontlines of advocating for 
stressed waterways. Our members understand that water policy is complex—but we also 
know that current pathways are leading to the decline of our rivers, the erosion of 
community trust, and the weakening of Australia’s environmental legacy. 
 
We urge your government to seize this term of leadership as a chance to deliver durable, 
equitable, and ecologically sound reforms in water governance. 
 
Thank you for considering our views. We wish you and your government the very best in this 
new chapter of public service. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Juliet Le Feuvre 
 
For Concerned Waterways Alliance 
concernedwaterwaysalliance@gmail.com 
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Members of the Concerned Waterways Alliance https://concernedwaterwaysalliance.org 
include Friends of the Barwon, Friends of Latrobe Water, Environment Victoria, 
Environmental Justice Australia, First Friends of Dandenong Creek, Friends of Gippsland 
Lakes, Friends of Steele Creek, Gippsland Environment Group, Kooyongkoot Alliance, 
Maribyrnong Rivers and Waterways Association, People for a Living Moorabool, The 
Waterways Network, Werribee River Association, and Yarra River Keeper Association. 
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